
 
 
  

Declared mines
What is a declared mine? 
The Mine Land Rehabilitation Authority oversees the rehabilitation planning of declared mines in Victoria. 
A declared mine is a mine that has geotechnical, hydrogeological, water quality or hydrological factors that may 
be deemed to pose significant risk of harm to the community, environment and infrastructure. 

Declared mines in Victoria
There are currently three declared mines in Victoria, all of which are located in the Latrobe Valley. This region 
is the centre of Victoria’s energy industry and is responsible for more than 80 per cent of the electrical power 
supplied to the state. Loy Yang, Yallourn and Hazelwood mines have historically provided brown coal (also called 
lignite) to thermal power stations, which convert heat into electricity.
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Hazelwood
ENGIE

Yallourn
EnergyAustralia

Loy Yang
AGL

Commenced operation* 1964 1924 1984
Mining lease(s) MIN5004 MIN5003, MIN5216, MIN5304 MIN5189
Mining lease area 3,320Ha 5,595Ha 4,560Ha
Mine area (final) 1,176Ha 2,040Ha (2,300Ha) 930Ha (2,200Ha)
Mine depth (approx.) Max 130m Max 95m Max 200m
Disturbed land area 2,500Ha 2,800Ha 1,900Ha
Groundwater extraction 
licence per year (gigalitres) 22Gl 3Gl 20Gl

Total coal produced to date 
(approx.) 770 million tonnes extracted 1,100 million tonnes extracted 800 million tonnes extracted

Planned date for cessation of 
mining 2017 2032 2048

*Source: 
http://report.hazelwoodinquiry.vic.gov.au/part-one-introduction-inquiry/background.html
http://www.powerworks.net.au/history-of-coal



About the Latrobe Valley
The Latrobe Valley is located approximately 150km 
southeast of Melbourne and is a resource-rich area 
with abundant forest, agricultural land, and large 
brown coal and water resources.
Comprising of four major urban centres – Churchill, 
Moe/Newborough, Morwell and Traralgon – Latrobe 
is the fourth-largest city in regional Victoria by 
population, with about 70,000 people.

Brown coal in the Latrobe Valley
About 430 billion tonnes of brown coal reserve 
is located in Victoria. More than 80 per cent is 
located in the Gippsland Basin, off the south-east 
coast.
Victoria’s brown coal is typically low in ash, sulphur 
heavy metals and nitrogen. This makes it very low in 
impurities by world standards.
The brown coal is estimated to be more than 
11 million years old.  After deposition, the coal 
formations have been deformed by tectonic 
movements and eroded through surface processes 
leading to different geological profiles across the 
Latrobe Valley.
The coal formations contain numerous vertical joints 
that separate the coal up into large blocks. Large 
faults also extend through the coal sequences.
Brown coal is very light – it is about 10 per cent 
heavier than water. It also has a moisture content 
of about 65 per cent, which means that it has a low 
thermal energy value for power generation. If the 
coal is dried, it is volatile and tends to explode, and 
therefore cannot be exported.
The ratio of overburden to coal at the Latrobe Valley 
mines varies but is typically 1:4 and coal seams are 
typically 60m to 100m thick. This makes the coal 
cheap to mine but means that there is very little 
material to backfill the mine for rehabilitation. 
The coal extracted from the different mines has 
different properties, and the power stations that 
burn the coal are designed to work with only the 
coal from their specific mine.
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Part Two Background information

Water for the Latrobe Valley is stored in dams, including Lake Narracan, which was constructed between 
1959 and 1961 and provides water for cooling the Latrobe Valley power stations. Lake Narracan is situated on 
the Latrobe River and has a capacity of 7,230 megalitres.14 The dam at Blue Rock Reservoir is approximately 
15 kilometres upstream from Lake Narracan, on the Tanjil River. It was constructed between 1979 and 1984 
and supports the Latrobe Valley power stations. It has a capacity of 208,190 megalitres.15

The key waterways and geographical features of the Latrobe Valley are shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Map of the Latrobe Valley 
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Source: Adapted from GeoVic, Department of Economic Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources

 
  

Map of the Latrobe Valley

Image source: Hazelwood Mine Fire Inquiry 2015-16 Volume 4 and the Coal Hole project


